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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 16848 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, CSCE, UR, FR, NO 

SUBJECT: CSCE, HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE - STANDOFF IN MOSCOW 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 16644, (B) MOSCOW 16787 

1 . SUMMARY: SOVIETS HAVE NOW RELEASED FRENCH AND NORWEGIAN 
NATIONALS HELD FOR SEVERAL MONTHS FOR DISTRIBUTING "ANTI- 
SOVIET" LITERATURE. PRESS CARRIED STORIES OF THEIR 
RECANTATIONS JUST BEFORE THEY LEFT USSR, BUT BOTH HAVE 
DENIED VALIDITY OF PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS SINCE ARRIVING HOME. 
SOVIETS HAVE REPLIED IN PRAVDA TO FRENCHMAN'S 

STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL IN PARIS AND SOVIET DISSIDENTS HAVE 
VOICED CRITICISM OF FRANCE AND NORWAY FOR LACK OF OFFICIAL 
PROTEST. END SUMMARY 

2. FRENCH NATIONAL, DETAINED BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES SINCE 
JULY FOR DISTRIBUTING ANTI-SOVIET LITERATURE, HAS 

BEEN RELEASED AND SENT HOME WITHOUT JUDICIAL 
PROCEEDINGS. LIKEWISE NORWEGIAN CITIZEN, EIDSVIG, 

WAS SHIPPED OFF TO OSLO OVER WEEKEND AFTER BEING HELD 
SINCE JULY ON SIMILAR COUNT (REF A). SOVIET LINE ON 
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RELEASES IS THAT THEY ARE EVIDENCE OF "HUMANITY AND 
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MAGNANIMITY" IN TWO CASES WHICH JUSTIFIABLY DESERVED 
HARSHER PENALTIES. 

3. PRIOR TO DEPARTURE BOTH MEN APPARENTLY SUBMITTED 
TO INTERVIEWS FOR SOVIET MEDIA AND, BASED ON STATEMENTS 
MADE IN THOSE TALKS, STORIES HAVE APPEARED IN SOVIET 
PRESS WHICH AMOUNT TO FULL CONFESSIONS AND APOLOGIES 
FOR THEIR ACTIONS. PORTIONS OF FRENCHMAN'S INTERVIEW 
WERE CARRIED ON SOVIET TELEVISION OCTOBER 20 (REF A). 

PRAVDA RAN TIRAT'S "CONFESSION" SAME DAY WHILE LESS 
PRESTIGIOUS KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA (ORGAN OF CPSU YOUTH 
ORGANIZATION) CARRIED NORWEGIAN S MEA CULPA AS DID TV 
ON OCTOBER 24. BOTH PIECES WERE CAREFULLY DRAWN TO 
PORTRAY SOVIET STATE AND POLICE APPARATUS IN BEST POSSIBLE 
LIGHT AND MADE GENEROUS USE OF APPARENT NAIVETE OF BOTH 
MEN ABOUT SOVIET LIFE AND SOCIETY. FACT THAT THEY WERE 
WELL TREATED DURING CAPTIVITY WAS PLAYED UP TO DEMONSTRATE 
"HUMANE" SOVIET PENAL SYSTEM. 

4. SINCE THEIR ARRIVAL HOME BOTH MEN HAVE BEEN 
INTERVIEWED BY WESTERN PRESS AND HAVE DENIED ACCURACY 
OF SOVIET PRESS STORIES. PRAVDA, OCTOBER 23, REPORTED 
TIRAT'S FRENCH TV DENIAL IN LONGISH PIECE ENTITLED 
"STRANGE ESCAPADE." GIST OF ITEM IS THAT TIRAT IS BEING 
USED BY WESTERN PRESS AND FRENCH AUTHORITIES (FRENCH 
POLICE GET SPECIAL MENTION AS CULPRITS) TO GIVE A "SLANTED 
TREATMENT" TO TIRAT CASE. SUCH EFFORTS "LOOK VERY 
UNATTRACTIVE" ACCORDING TO PRAVDA. SO FAR NO PRESS 
REACTION TO EIDSVIG'S COUNTER-THRUST HAS APPEARED. 

5. NTS ORGANIZATION FOR WHICH TWO MEN APPARENTLY WORKED 
IS, OF COURSE, PORTRAYED AS BLATANTLY ANTI-SOVIET WITH 
"LINKS" TO CIA. FOLLOWING RELEASE OF MEN, MOSCOW BRANCH 
OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL RELEASED STATEMENT TO WESTERN 
PRESS IN MOSCOW AS PROJECTED (REF B). DISSIDENTS PORTRAY 
EVENTS AS CONTRAVENTION OF CSCE COMMITMENTS OF USSR 
CONTAINED IN HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF RIGHTS OF MAN. 

6. COMMENT: SOVIET HANDLING OF THESE TWO CASES STRONGLY 
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SUGGESTS THAT FROM START OFFICIALS WERE BUILDING A CASE 
FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE USE IN DEFENDING THEMSELVES AGAINST 
WESTERN ATTACKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. QUICK REPUDIATION 
OF "INTERVIEWS" BY FRENCHMAN AND NORWEGIAN AND DISSIDENT 
STATEMENT SEEMS EFFECTIVELY TO SQUELCH POSSIBILITY THAT 
CASES WILL BE USEFUL IN FUTURE SHOULD SOVIETS NEED 
AMMUNITION FOR CSCE OR ELSEWHERE. ON OTHER HAND 
APPARENT LACK OF PUBLIC PROTEST BY FRENCH AND NORWEGIAN 
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GOVERNMENTS OF DETENTION OF THEIR NATIONALS UNDERCUTS 
ANY USE OF CASE AGAINST SOVIETS. THUS, IT LOOKS 
FROM HERE LIKE A STANDOFF, DUE PRIMARILY TO RAPID 
REACTION OF ACCUSED AND MOSCOW DISSIDENTS. MATLOCK 
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